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God chose John the Baptist‘repare the way of the Lord."He did not choose one Hundred men, not fifty, or
even twelve, He chose just one man. Jesus saldlof,“What went ye out into the wilderness to see? e@dr
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out fore®?s A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, thay wear soft
clothing are in kings' houses. But what went yefouto see? A prophet? yea, | say unto you, andenthan a
prophet. For this is he, of whom it is written,hBé&l, | send my messenger before thy face, whigh epare thy
way before theeMatt. 11:7-10. John misunderstood Jesus missionMEtt. 3:2 he proclaimedthe kingdom of
heaven is at hand.He thought Jesus was going to set up a earthlydkimg and instead of this, he found himself in
prison.“For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him,daput him in prison.”"Matt 14:3. As time went by,
Jesus did not deliver John nor set up His kingdbhis was a bitter disappointment for John, ddd sent two of
his disciples, And said unto him, Art thou he gfatuld come, or do we look for anothéf’att. 11:2,3?

The disciples were bitterly disappointed when tisatched Christ being crucified. Thérusted that it had
been he which should have redeemed Israeike 24:21. Were not Jesus own worihe time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand¥ark 1:15. Bitter disappointment was experienced by Joseipdrvhis brothers sold
him, and again when falsely accused, he was ctspiison. Bitter disappointment overwhelmed thildvites in
1844 when Jesus did not come in the clouds of ghrgording to their teaching of the 2300 day psemyh

A closer study of what caused the bitter disappoantt shows, in each case, the person expected lFomet
different than what happened. Their preconceideds, plans, hopes or dreams, that were not indmyrmith God
plans, brought bitter disappointment.

In Matt 21:33-37 Jesus gave a parable abtaitcertain householder, which planted a vineyardadahedged it
round about, and digged a winepress in it, andtbaitower, and let it out to husbandmen, and wertd & far
country: And when the time of the fruit drew nda,sent his servants to the husbandmen, thatrtiigiyt receive
the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his saisjaand beat one, and killed another, and storreatteer. Again,
he sent other servants more than the first: ang thid unto them likewise. But last of all he semib them his son,
saying, They will reverence my sbn

God is represented as the one, who planted, dudgelde built the tower, and let the vineyard out to
husbandmen. God sent His first servant to the mashan for fruit. Did God know what was going tgpan to
His servant who got beat up? Yes. Did the servantnkhe was going to be beaten? No! What was ¢heast
thinking he was going to do? Get fruit, do ministpyeach the gospel, do outreach, etc. His pladsGuouds plans
were not the same. What about the servant wh&kived? Did God know what was going to happen te $érvant
who got killed? Yes. Did the servant know he \gamg to be killed? No! What was he thinking haswgoing to
do? Get fruit, do ministry, preach the gospel, doreach, witnessing, etc. His plans and Gods phare not the
same.

Notice that the last person God sent to the hushandwvas His own Son. Did God know what was gomg t
happen to His son? Yes. Did His son know what wasgto happen to him? Yes. When Jesus was baptiied
baptism was a prophecy of his death burial andrrestion. A Short time later Jesus told Nicodenmuin 3:14,15
“as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildernesgen somust the Son of man bkfted up: That whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have etelif@” Much later Jesus told his discipleBehold, we go up to
Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivaretb the chief priests, and unto the scribes; #mely shall
condemn him to deatland shall_deliver him to the Gentilednd they shall mockim, and shall scourge hiyand
shall spit upon himand shall_kill him and the third day he shall rise agairark 10:33,34. Jesus had full
knowledge of what was going to happen to him, améxpected it. There was no bitter disappointrbectuse he
knew the scripture$They shall look upon him who they have piercedH€ tread the wine press alone” “He is
despised and rejected a man of sorrows, acquamtddgrief.” Mar 14:27 “And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall
be offended because of me this night: for it igtemi | will smite the shepherd, and the sheepl &leascattered”

2 Cor. 4:10,11 will help us understand how to avoid bitter disaipgment in our own lives'Always bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, tiatife also of Jesus might be made manifestirbody. For we
which live_are alway delivered unto death for Jésage that the life also of Jesus might be made manifiesur
mortal flesh” According to2 Cor. 4:11 we are always (all the time) delivered unto dedtlyou are going to be
delivered unto death today, what are your plansagyto be? What will you be expecting? Are youling to let
this experience happen in your life, knowing thg is the will of God? Are you willing to be madadling?




God saydsa 55:8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither your ways my ways, saith the LORDsa
55:9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, v my ways higher than your ways, and my thoudt#s t
your thoughts.”

Jesus gave this same message another waykie 9:23 “And he said to them all, If any man will come aftee,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daihd follow m& Where was Jesus going? To Calvary to die.olf y
take up your cross (daily), what will happen to §ouVhat kind of plans did a person carrying a crhosge?
Looking again at the parable of the vineyard, asalizing God knew what was going to happen to divants, a
new picture can be seen. The vineyard had a héthgelaw), it also had a tower, (the temple @nsdsérvices and
priests). Even though the law was a transcripdnGods character, and the temple, sacrifices amebtly
intercession all pointed to Christ, the Lamb slmom the foundation of the world, they did not kn&wd or His
love for them The husbandmen of the vineyard could ssetor understand Christ. Jesus told Nicodemverily,
verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born agaéncannosee the kingdom of GddJohn 3:3. God knew that in
the beating, stoning, and killing of His servadisus would be seen. “For we which live are alway delivered unto
death forJesus' sakehat the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh” 2 Cor. 4:11.

Next, God sent Jesus to the husbandmen knowingtivagtvould do to him. Jesus went to the crossaaifast
(show) what His father was likdohn 12:32 “And I, if | be lifted up from the earth, will drawll men unto me.”
Not only would his death reveal the Fathers charaat love, it would 8raw all mefi unto him, the centurion said
“Truly this was the Son of GAd More than this, Jesus earned the right to becour advocate and intercessor by
his death on the cross. {That the mind and hea@ad might be revealed.} Jesus prayEdther forgive them for
they know not what they dathile they were crucifying him. Gods faithful santsbecome intercessors when
they are “delivered unto death Moses repeatedly interceded for Israel in thielgmess. They accused, chided and
even tried to stone him. Joseph prayed for haghlers who sold him, and then provided for theiygatal needs.
Stephen Kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lorg, et this sin to their charge. And when he had sa
this, he fell asleepActs 7:60. “Job prayed for his friends” “When Gods wrath waséled against themédnd God
would not accept their prayerkb 42:7-10
God saysler. 29:11 “For | know the thoughts that I think toward yowith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected endWhat a privilege Gods servants receive in béalgays delivered unto death
for Jesus sake, that the life also of Jesus mightnlade manifest itheir lives,” and also to intercede for their
persecutors salvation. “And of all the gifts thaeaden can bestow upon men, fellowship with ChmstHis
sufferings is the most weighty trust and the highesor.”

The real question today is: Will you let Jesussben in yo@ Will you let God deliver you unto death so that
Jesus can be manifest to the world in your lifefusen you‘the hope of Glory.” The Holy Spirit is inviting you
now. Today, if you hear His voice, offer Him ydugart the Holy Spirit will strengthen you for, carifyou in, and
keep you. After the death and burial, there igsumection. A resurrection from the death of.sdlfwant this
experience.

God bless you.

God sent His servants knowing they would not rex#he fruit of the harvest, but rather that Hissaats would
bear fruit, as well as intercede on the behalftbérs.
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